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Nagorno Karabagh and Armenia have
accepted this Common State Proposal
to get the negotiations moving for-
ward, but Azerbaijan has flatly re-
jected our peace proposal.

I will work, Mr. Speaker, to include
language in the House foreign oper-
ations appropriations bill to urge the
administration to stay the course in
the Nagorna Karabagh peace process
and not let the rejectionist policies of
the Azerbaijan cause us to back down
in the search for a just and lasting so-
lution to this conflict, providing for
the full self-determination of Nagorno
Karabagh.

I do appreciate the fact that the Sen-
ate did not buy into the administra-
tion’s inexplicable proposal to increase
aid to Azerbaijan and decrease aid to
Armenia. As I indicated, the Senate
language provides for an increase in as-
sistance to Armenia. It does not pro-
vide any specific mention of aid to
Azerbaijan.

With the break-up of the Soviet Union, as
the countries of the collapsing empire attained
their independence, Azerbaijan attempted to
militarily crush Nagorno Karabagh and drive
out the Armenian population. But the
Karabagh Armenians ultimately won their war
of independence, and a cease-fire was signed
in 1994.

American humanitarian assistance to Azer-
baijan, via Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) has not been affected by Section 907.
In recent years, further exemptions to Section
907 have been carved out. It is important that,
at a time when Azerbaijan continues to reject
good-faith efforts to achieve a negotiated set-
tlement to the Nagorno Karabagh conflict,
while illegally blockading supplies of fuel, food
and other essential supplies to its neighbors,
that we not reward this country with additional
U.S. assistance.
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Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with my friends on the Sub-
committee on Foreign Operations, Ex-
port Financing and Related Programs
to craft legislation that supports Ar-
menia.
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JUSTICE FOR THE BERGER
FAMILY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THORNBERRY). Under a previous order
of the House, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. LATOURETTE) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, as
Americans, we have a right to expect
that justice will be served whenever an
American citizen is murdered, either
on our soil or on foreign land.

David Berger, the son of Dr. and Mrs.
Benjamin Berger of Shaker Heights,
Ohio, was murdered nearly 20 years
ago, but unlike too many others whose
lives are senselessly lost, his death was
not relegated to the police blotter sec-
tion of the local paper.

Instead, the killing of David Berger
was broadcast around the world and
splashed across the front page of vir-
tually every newspaper in the world.

Still, for his family there has been no
justice and no closure.

David Berger, a dual American-
Israeli citizen, was one of 11 Israeli
athletes killed by Palestinian terror-
ists in 1972 at the Olympic Games in
Munich. David Berger, a championship
weightlifter, had emigrated to Israel so
he could compete in the Olympics as a
member of the Israeli team.

Many of us remember the 1972 Olym-
pic games perhaps from Mark Spitz and
the 7 gold medals that he won in swim-
ming. Others recall with delight the
pint-sized Olga Korbut, who captured
our hearts and also captured gold, but
for the Berger family the 1972 Olympic
games are scarred with painful images
that are permanently etched in their
minds and hearts, a machine gun
toting terrorist with a black ski mask
in the window of the dormitory where
their son and his teammates were stay-
ing, the white pine coffin that held his
remains when he was returned to the
United States for his funeral.

Mr. Speaker, David Berger was the
only American to die in this horrific
act of terrorism that changed our
world, that caused the Olympics to lose
its innocence and forced the world to
take the reality of terrorism far more
seriously. If it could happen at the
Olympics, it could happen anywhere.

Mr. Speaker, I share the story of
David Berger now because at this very
moment in history the United States
has an unprecedented opportunity to
deliver justice to the Berger family.

The Palestinian guerilla long sus-
pected as the mastermind of the ter-
rorist acts at the Munich games not
only has admitted his part in this plot,
but has written a book and plans to
profit from it. Abu Daoud has written
his autobiography, and it was recently
published in France, called ‘‘Palestine:
From Jerusalem to Munich.’’ In his
book he admits to being the master-
mind of the hostage taking at the Mu-
nich games.

Based on those admissions the Ger-
man government last week issued an
Interpol arrest warrant for Abu Daoud
and plans to try him as an accessory
for murder for planning the attack.
Now this terrorist is in Jordan. The
Israeli government last week denied
him access to Israel, making it impos-
sible for him to return to his home on
the West Bank.

Mr. Speaker, regrettably it appears
that Abu Daoud cannot be held ac-
countable for his crimes in the United
States or in Israel. Therefore, it is im-
perative that the Jordanian govern-
ment honor the Interpol arrest warrant
and return him to Germany. I have
called today, Mr. Speaker, upon Presi-
dent Clinton to immediately demand
the Jordanian King Abdullah that he
turn over Abu Daoud to Germany for
prosecution. It would be reprehensible
if the United States would now turn its
back and refuse to do all within its
power to see that an assassin of an
American citizen is brought to justice.

Mr. Speaker, Abu Daoud’s book is
not yet available in the United States.

However, any American citizen can log
on to the Internet, call up Amazon.com
and read a breezy synopsis which says,
‘‘Twenty-five years ago after he mas-
terminded the tragedy of the 1972 Mu-
nich Olympic games, one of the leg-
endary figures of Palestinian terrorism
comes out of hiding to tell his story.’’

Daoud has chosen this time in his-
tory to reveal to the world his role in
this senseless execution of 11 Olympic
athletes. While it sickens me to the
core, Mr. Speaker, to think that any-
one could profit from this type of ter-
rorism, it would sicken me even more
if our country were to fail to intervene
and assist the Berger family of Shaker
Heights, Ohio.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Benjamin Berger is
now 81 years old. He still practices
medicine and is on the board of trust-
ees at Fairmount Temple, where his
eldest son was eulogized more than a
quarter of century ago. He and his wife
Dorothy have two grown children. The
Bergers were left with many wonderful
reminders of their son’s life: A memo-
rial at the Jewish Community Center,
a gym at his high school, and a 19-year-
old grandson named after the wonder-
ful son they lost.

As we can imagine, it is painful for
David Berger’s mother Dorothy to re-
live the horror that befell her family
nearly 27 years ago. Mr. Speaker, Doro-
thy Berger cannot fathom why Abu
Daoud has chosen to admit his crimi-
nal acts in a book. Maybe he is proud
of it. He has gotten away with it all
these years.

Mr. Speaker, an American citizen
was killed nearly 27 years ago in one of
the most heinous, well-known terrorist
acts of this century. We must not allow
Abu Daoud to get away with it one day
longer.

Mr. Speaker, may justice prevail.
May God bless the Berger family and
the United States of America.
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COMMONSENSE MEASURES TO
CURB GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. EHRLICH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. EHRLICH. Mr. Speaker, just a
few thoughts on the events taking
place on the floor in the last few days.

Mr. Speaker, I and most of us support
the rights of law-abiding citizens to
possess guns for a variety of reasons,
not the least of which is self-defense.
This view derives from my observation
that many gun control initiatives have
proven a failure in reducing crime.

For example, in the case of the Colo-
rado shootings, the two criminals re-
sponsible for the carnage broke 19
State and Federal laws in the prepara-
tion and commission of those crimes.

Some of my constituents have writ-
ten to me about gun control proposals
which seek to limit gun owners to pur-
chasing one gun a month and a min-
imum 3-day waiting period. Previously,
waiting periods were necessary in order
to allow for background checks to be
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